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Since forming in 2002, the International Society for Stem Cell
Research (ISSCR) has grown rapidly and firmly established itself
as the preeminent international professional organization of stem
cell scientists. Starting with the establishment of an annual meet-
ing series, each year the ISSCR has built on its achievements and
continues to initiate new programs. The society has come a long
way but still hasmore potential to serve the field and advance the
interests of all members.
One year ago, I drafted my first President’s Note for the newly
established ISSCR-affiliated journal, Cell Stem Cell. A year later,
my note as outgoing president will appear in a well-established
journal that is having enormous impact on the field. The ISSCR
membership and the greater scientific community have em-
braced the journal, and we are thrilled to have been part of bring-
ing you this high-end forum for stem cell biology research and
discussion. Our affiliation withCell StemCell offers us the unique
opportunity to provide in these pages an ISSCR annual report.
In the first such report, we have taken the opportunity to look
back at the achievements of the past years that have shaped
the direction the society has taken.
It has been an honor to serve as the ISSCR president this past
year, following a series of outstanding presidents, all of whom
remain heavily involved in the ISSCR: Leonard Zon, founding
president, who with tremendous energy and belief in the field
launched the society; GordonKeller, who embodies the scientific
rigor of the society; and Paul Simmons, whose efforts culminated
in the success of the first ISSCRmeeting outside North America.
I have now passed the baton to Fiona Watt, who will bring the
annual meeting of the society to Europe for the first time and use
her stature in the field to promote European stem cell science.
I would also like to acknowledge the other officers and the
Board of Directors for their continued commitment to the soci-
ety. The board plays an integral part in guiding the direction of
the society, and their input has been crucial. Irving Weissman
moves into the position of president elect. Irv will become pres-
ident following next year’s Barcelona meeting and preside over
the 2010 meeting, which will be held in San Francisco. A report
from Sean Morrison, whose watchful eye as treasurer has been
essential to the financial fitness of the society, is included in
these pages. We welcome Elaine Fuchs, long-standing board
member, to the office of vice president this year. Elaine will be
president in 2010–2011.
I have been supported throughout the year by an excellent and
professional staff, headed by Executive Director Nancy Witty.
We are privileged to have Nancy at the helm, as her dedication
to the society has been key to our success. You will hear from
Nancy in the next page, and I cannot emphasize enough how
critical she has been in making our society strong. I also wish
to acknowledge Heather Rooke, whose thoughtful work as sci-
ence editor for the ISSCR ensures that our Web site and all of our
written scientific communications adhere to the highest scientific
standards.
The society is, of course, built on itsmembers and their individ-
ual and collective contributions. The ISSCR membership con-
tinues to grow with each year, and we have been particularlypleased to see an increasing number of returning members
(see upcoming section). The society thrives only because of your
ongoing participation in the society. We encourage you to be-
come involved on one of our committees.
The annual meeting series has continued to strengthen and
grow. This year we drew a record 2774 scientists to Philadelphia.
We thank the 2008 annual meeting program committee and its
chair, Ihor Lemischka, for developing this year’s excellent scien-
tific program (Lemischka, 2008). We also are grateful for the
strong local support of the Institute for Regenerative Medicine
at the University of Pennsylvania and the McGowan Institute for
Regenerative Medicine, University of Pittsburgh and University
of Pittsburgh Medical Center.
In June, 2007, the ISSCR, with enormous support from our
cosponsor, the Australian Stem Cell Centre, held its first meeting
outside North America. Cairns, Australia provided a tropical
backdrop and a wonderful opportunity to draw on the strengths
of the Asia/Pacific research community.
We expand on the 2007 and 2008 meetings in the forthcoming
pages, and we encourage you to read the scientific meeting
reports brought to you in the ISSCR pages of Cell Stem Cell
(Orkin and Pera, 2007; and see upcoming issue).
The success of the 2007 meeting was an important milestone
for the ISSCR and cemented the society’s commitment to work-
ing with local cosponsors to move the meeting around the world.
The ISSCR, together with the Centre for Genomic Regulation
(CRG) and the Center of Regenerative Medicine in Barcelona
(CMRB), will bring the ISSCR 7th Annual Meeting to Barcelona,
Spain, in July 2009. This will be our first meeting in Europe, and
we look forward to engaging Barcelona’s rich scientific commu-
nity and to developing a strong European involvement in the
meeting and the society.
In November, 2007, we participated in our first regional meet-
ing, the Shanghai International Symposium on Stem Cell Re-
search in Shanghai, China (Daley, 2008; Cheng et al., 2008).
Given the great success of this meeting, the ISSCR will entertain
proposals to co-organize additional regional meetings with local
stem cell groups or to interface with other disciplines, especially
the bioengineering and clinical arms of stem cell biology that
increasingly influence our field.
In the upcoming pages we survey some recent achievements
and initiatives of 2007 and 2008, but these do not begin to cover
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mittees of the ISSCR. We encourage you to read our society
pages in this journal each month to learn more about committee
activities. Our past and ongoing endeavors seek to cultivate
transparency and well-regulated practice of stem cell research,
and to accelerate progress toward new treatments by initiating
discussion among leaders in ethics, public policy, health care,
and industry on how to meet the many challenges of our field.
Past and present ISSCR leaders. Left to right: George Q. Daley (presi-
dent, 2007–2008), Executive Director Nancy Witty, Paul J. Simmons
(president, 2006–2007), Fiona M. Watt (president, 2008–2009), Leonard
I. Zon (ISSCR founding president, 2002–2005), and Gordon M. Keller
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advisory group, the Global Advisory Council, for a candid evalu-
ation of past activities, planned initiatives, and future direction
(Daley et al., 2008). This meeting identified strategies for raising
the society’s impact on the critical issues facing the field and
thereby advance our core mission of promoting productive sci-
entific exchange and fundamental knowledge, and advancing
human health. This past year has witnessed incredibly exciting
advances in our field, with technologies developing at a break-
neck speed internationally. The unprecedented rate of discovery
and the promise that stem cells will changemedicine in the future
has brought with it a high level of scrutiny and expectation, high-
lighting the need for our society to be the authoritative voice for
both the promise and limitations of the different aspects of stem
cell research.
Looking to the future, we anticipate another year of phenome-
nal progress, and to showcasing this work at the ISSCR 7th
Annual Meeting in Barcelona, July 8–11, 2009.
Finally, to all who have supported the endeavors of the ISSCR,
our many thanks.
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